
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We have now all got used to the changes in arrival and departure from school. Thank you 

for your co-operation and understanding with this process. Please don’t think we are in any 

way rude at the beginning and end of the day but we do need to move the line along as 

quickly as we can and ask that you phone school with questions rather than talk with staff. 

 

It has been so nice to see and hear the children back in school. We have been working on 

a fantastic new curriculum and will be using a new system of assessment this year which we 

will share with you when you meet your class teachers for parent conversations later this 

term. Details of the conversation dates will be sent to you soon. For those of you new to 

Norman Gate this is a wonderful opportunity to talk about learning which we hold in the 

Autumn and Spring terms instead of the more traditional parents’ evenings. These will 

continue to be virtual or via telephone. 

We have recently updated the bubble guidance for parents. This can be accessed on the 

website. I urge you to visit the website to stay informed. 

 

Staying safe remains our priority. I am very aware that sending children home from school 

can impact on your work commitments and we would never do this lightly. These are 

difficult times for us all and we all need to work together to restrict the spread of Covid-19. 

For the foreseeable future please keep your child off school if they develop any of the 

symptoms. If a child develops a symptom or arrives at school with a symptom we will be 

contacting you to come and collect your child. We need to be extremely careful with the 

broader aim of avoiding lockdowns or school closure. So thank you for your understanding. 

 

It is the season of coughs and colds. Runny noses and sneezes have never been listed as a 

Covid-19 symptom but coughs have. It is highly likely that we will send your child home if 

they have or develop a cough. However, we are aware that we support children with 

identified conditions such as asthma or hay fever. We do need medical confirmation of 

identified conditions otherwise we will respond to coughs being new.  

 

We do try to encourage a healthy life style and ask for your support in providing healthy 

lunch boxes. To clarify, please can we limit lunch boxes to one sweet biscuit, which may be 

chocolate covered, but no packets of individual sweets or chocolates please. 

 

The children all look to be so happy to be back and our bubble system is working well. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the team at school if you have any questions. 

 

Thank you all for your ongoing support in extremely challenging times for us all. 

 

Take care and stay safe. 

Best Wishes, 

 

Nick Day, Acting Headteacher. 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

My name is Lisa Collins, I have taught at Norman Gate for 12 year , in this time I have taken on many roles and taught  

across all classes in the Upper School. I am excited to be taking on the role of (temporary) Assistant Headteacher and  

Upper School lead this year.  

 

Firstly, I would like to welcome you back to Norman Gate. I am aware that it is a time of uncertainty and there is a 

shared feeling of anxiety and excitement about the return to school. I want to assure you all that we are doing  

everything we can to ensure that Norman Gate remains a safe, nurturing space in which your children will thrive. 

 

It has been wonderful seeing all the children’s smiling faces again. It seems that across Upper School, children have had 

a fantastic (and tiring) first couple of weeks. We are Impressed with how calm the children have returned and how  

engaged they have been in their learning.  

 

If you would like to speak with me about the return to school, or any other issues that may occur over the school year 

please do not hesitate to contact the school office (01264 323423 or j.frost@normangate.hants.sch.uk) 

 

Take care,    

 

Mrs Collins. 

 

Below are some practical items that I would like to remind you about. 

Home School Books 

We will not be using home-school books. Teachers will be able to send pictures of  children’s work via Dojo. If you need 

to communicate with your child’s class teacher or would like to arrange a meeting please contact the school office. 

Drinks 

We will provide named cups for water, which we will clean each day. Please do not send in your own water bottle from 

home. 

PE  

For this half term, children will not change clothes for PE lesson. Children may do PE sessions on the field so please could 

have a pair of trainers  

labelled with their name in school for PE. They will not need additional PE kit.  

Reading Books 

Initially we will not be sending reading books home. You will be able to use Bug Club to share reading books at home 

with your children. 

Waterproofs, Wellies / Outdoor Shoes  

As the outdoor environment is a safer environment, we will be engaging in more outdoor learning. It would be  

beneficial if your children could have a pair of named wellies/outdoor shoes that can remain in school.  Children will 

also need to bring a waterproof or warm coat in school every day.  

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Families,  

 

 

It's been an unusual start to a new academic year and will continue to offer us all additional challenges 

over the coming months. However, I would like to say a huge 'Thank you!' to all of you for all you have done 

to adapt to the changes and work with us to get our children back into school safely.  The first few weeks 

have seen our children engage in a range of learning activities and adapt successfully to the many  

changes in the school environment. It has been great to have everybody back.  

 

Our priority is to ensure that we provide an environment that enables our children to thrive and we can only 

do this with your support. Remember that the Senior Leadership Team are here to support you too. Please 

do feel able to get in touch if there is anything you wish to discuss. I will be going on maternity leave at the 

end of next week and Mr Day will be leading the school as Acting Head in my absence. I look forward to 

hearing about all the successes we have across the year and know that Mr Day and the team will ensure 

that Norman Gate School continues to build on the positive achievements we have made. 

 

Keep safe and continue to do all you can to follow Government guidance. 

 

Mrs Wilkie 

Upper School 

A message from Mrs Wilkie 
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Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

My name is Clare Powell and I joined Norman Gate School after the Easter holidays; as the Lower School Leader.  I am 

very excited to have joined the school, although under the current circumstances I have not had the opportunity to get 

to know your amazing children.  I am looking forward to getting to know you and them over this half term. 

I would like to welcome you all back to school this week and extend a warm welcome to our new families. It has been a 

wonderful first week in lower school. All of the children have settled well into their classes and have been getting to know 

their new teacher and LSA’s. Children have been busy exploring their new classrooms and outdoor areas, as well as 

visiting the Wildwoods. 

Next week we are looking forward to all of Ducklings and Caterpillars being in together and staying for lunch. 

A few quick reminders: 

 Children will be provided with a named cup or water bottle that we will sterilise each day.  

Please do not send in your own water bottle from home. 

 

 Please ensure that all your child’s possessions are named (children can often identify their 

clothing by smell but name labels help adults to reunite items with their owners) 

 

 

 Children will not be changing for PE in the first half term.  We will just change into trainers / 

plimsolls.  Please send these into school in a PE bag. 

 

 Lower school will spend a lot of time in the outdoor environment including the Wild Woods, 

children will need a coat suitable for all weathers.  When you have an opportunity over the 

next couple of weeks, please send in a named pair of wellies that can be left at school. 

 

 

 We will not be sending reading books home. You will be able to use Bug Club to share 

reading books at home with your children. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact the school office (01264 323423 or j.frost@normangate.hants.sch.uk) if you would like 

to speak with me about the return to school, or any other issues that may occur over the school year. 

Kind Regards 

 

Clare Powell 

 

Lower School 

School Photographer 

 

The photographer will be in school on Monday 

28th September to take portraits and class  

photographs. 


