
Duckling Class have settled in beautifully to their first term together at 

Norman Gate School.  We have had a lot of fun playing in the wild woods 

we like the sunshine but we love it when it’s raining.  We have learnt lots of 

new rhymes and are enjoying joining in at Bucket Time.  We are becoming 

very good friends, helping one another, taking turns and joining in.  Our 

favourite story so far has been The Colour Monster.  We have had fun 

thinking about how we feel and matching the colours.  What a super start 

to the year! 
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Flu Immunisations 
Tuesday 13th October  

 

Parent Conversation 

Days 
Caterpillar Class —  

Monday 16th November 

Duckling Class— 
Tuesday 17th November 

Hoglet Class— 
Thursday 19th November 

Kit Class— 
Friday 13th November 

Butterfly Class— 
Friday 20th November 

Duck Class— 
Monday 23rd November 

Hedgehog Class— 
Friday 27th November 

Badger Class - 
Monday 30th November 

 

Inset Days 
Monday 2nd November 

Monday 22nd February 

Thursday 22nd July 

 



 

Message from the Acting Headteacher 

Thank you all for your continued support and understanding during this time of challenge. I am delighted with the 

way our start and finish times and bubbles are working. There is a really positive feel about school at the moment and 

we are all working hard to keep this going.  

We all need to be realistic about the prospects of the current situation continuing through the Autumn and most 

probably the Spring term too. 

The children have responded well to the Rainbow Curriculum we have offered this half term. In fact, they have done 

so well teachers all feel that we will be progressing with our own curriculum after the half term break. So well done 

everybody. 

Thank you for your understanding when we feel we need to send children home. I am aware of how this can impact 

on you as families but such decisions are only made as part of our efforts to keep everybody safe and therefore keep 

school open. We all hope that, in time the testing system will become quicker. 

Part of our guidance and risk assessment is to keep the school well ventilated. This has been easy while we still had 

some warmth in the weather but we are now clearly in Autumn with Winter around the corner. We will be expected 

to maintain good ventilation. Please consider having vests and fleeces available for your child to wear in school. We 

ask that fleeces are of a plain, dark colour, or red. Hopefully these are items you will already have so there will be not 

extra financial burden. Generally speaking lots of thinner layers are good rather than one thick one. This also means 

layers can be removed during the day if necessary. 

Very Best Wishes, 

Nick Day,  

Acting Headteacher 

Caterpillar Class have all settled really well and are now staying for full days. We 

started the term by focusing on the story The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle. 

We explored the story in a variety of ways including a sensory story and a class story 

map. 

We love exploring and learning through play and have a lot of child led sessions  

throughout the day. We also have daily ‘hello’, ‘bucket’, music and story sessions 

where we all join together for our group learning.  

 

We have been exploring in the Wild Woods for our outdoor learning. Noticing the  

changing seasons and signs of autumn as the leaves fall from the trees and it  

becomes colder.  
   

Last week our story focus was The Colour Monster by Anna Llenas. This helped to  

introduce our class emotion board and speak about how we feel at different times. 

Our ‘bucket’ sessions were linked to the story and each day we explored a different 

emotion. I wonder if the Caterpillars have been talking about their feelings at home?  

Caterpillar Class 


