
Badger and Hedgehog Classes have been lucky to have Forest School   

instructors in this half term. Badger Class have spent two afternoons     

learning in the woodland walk including sawing and drilling wood and 

lighting fires. We even cooked popcorn on the fire! This week it was a very 

wet session but the children had a great time and made up a game       

involving poking the tarpaulin roofs with sticks to tip all the rain water off!   

 

We have been very impressed with how well the children have followed 

instructions to keep safe while taking part in these activities. Several        

children also showed great resilience and perseverance when finding the 

tasks challenging and were proud of themselves when they managed to 

complete the activities. 
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Kit Class— Stick Man 

Kit Class have had a lovely half term, we have been reading a different 

story each week and joining in with lots of different activities. “Stick Man” 

by Julia Donaldson was a favourite book and Kit class enjoyed making the 

most of the outside area using sticks for writing, mark making and measur-

ing. We then moved onto some Christmas books and the children have 

been busy singing and dancing to their Christmas play songs. There has 

been plenty of making with crafts and glitter! Merry Christmas! 

Access to technology over the Christmas period can provide new opportunities for children 

and young people but also present risks. Please view the link below to see how to keep your 

child's use of technology as safe as possible and what to do if you have any concerns. 

A parent’s guide to being social online this December (thinkuknow.co.uk) 

If you are waiting for a test result after Friday 18th December you must contact school with the result using   

adaminoffice@normangate.hants.sch.uk 

It is my duty to continue to notify families of a positive result and to issue notification letters of isolation. 

If symptoms develop more than 48 hours after Friday 18th December you must get a test but do not have to 

contact school. Parents must follow the contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace. 

If any of your family are required to self-isolate after the first 6 days of the holiday you do not have to inform 

school until the first day of term (4th January 2021) 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/parents-guide-being-social-online/
mailto:adminoffice@normangate.hants.sch.uk


 

A message from Mr Day. 

Dear Parents and Carers. 

As this extraordinary term draws to a close it is time to reflect on what we have all 

achieved. Together we have done so much more than just keep the school safe and open.  

Our IT skills have improved and we are continuing to look at ways of making                   

communication even better. The children are all busy working on our new curriculum. They 

have accepted the new routines and restrictions really well. I think, in some cases, they  

actually prefer them. We have welcomed therapists back into school to support the       

children. More recently, we have re-started Forest School for our older children. This is now 

happening within the school grounds and I am looking to broaden the offer to another 

bubble next term. We have responded to need by changing the playground with some 

temporary fencing to increase the space and time in which the bubbles can be outside. 

We have had to look at how we celebrate Christmas and, as you have already seen, we 

have still had a production for you to enjoy. We have responded rapidly and effectively to 

two positive tests keeping disruption to a minimum and containing the spread of the virus. 

It has been so nice to see so many of you each morning and, despite all the pressures and 

anxieties, still smiling. 

Having said all of that we still have a huge challenge ahead of us. We are all aware of the 

rising number of cases. It is vital that we all support the battle against this virus and follow 

the rules. Can I remind you of our request that only one adult comes onto the school site to 

bring and collect and that you move on as quickly as you can once you have handed 

your child to or have received them from staff. 

The staff have all been determined to make this week an enjoyable and exciting time for 

the children. They have worked tirelessly over the term to provide the very highest level of 

education and support to the children under so many restrictions and under immense   

pressure. I thank them all for their dedication and commitment to the children who attend 

Norman Gate. 

I wish you all a safe and happy Christmas and thank you all for your continued support. 

Very Best Wishes 

Nick Day, Acting Headteacher 

                    Santa's Visit 
    We were very lucky today to have a very special visitor. 
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