
We have had an exciting half term with lots of fun experiences.   

 

Children in the Upper School attended the Special Celebration at Winchester 

Cathedral. We were very proud of all the children who took part in the Cathedral 

event and were very excited that Noah won the art competition, with his design 

being chosen to feature on the front of the programme.    

 

We have also had our whole school Christmas performances, it was great to see so 

many of you there and the children really enjoyed the support they received from 

you, thank you.   

 

The staff have all been determined to make this week an enjoyable and exciting 

time for the children. They have worked tirelessly over the term to provide the very 

highest level of education and support to the children. I thank them all for their 

dedication and commitment to the children who attend Norman Gate.  

 

We are sad to be saying goodbye to Kelly Houston from the Admin team who will be 

leaving at the end of this term.   

 

I wish you all a happy Christmas and thank you all for your continued support.  

We have an Inset on the 3rd January so children will return on Wednesday 4th 

January 2023. We look forward to seeing you all in the new year.  

Lisa Collins 
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   Christmas Card 

Father Christmas 

Hedgehog class went on their first school trip! We had a lovely time planting trees at 

Bury Hill. The children identified which tree they were planting, dug the hole, put their 

tree in and spread bark around it.  

Everyone planted at least two trees and some even planted five trees! We had 

some fantastic volunteers helping and the staff could see how much everyone was 

enjoying themselves, despite the cold weather.  

We then got to enjoy a lovely drink and biscuit as a reward for all the hard work.  

Hedgehog Class 



 

Last Friday Badger and Fox Classes travelled to Winchester Cathedral.  We had been 

fortunate to be invited to participate in the Hampshire Music Service Special Celebration 

Event.  There were lots of other schools there too.  We had been practicing singing and 

signing the songs for the event for a few weeks and were all very excited to take part.   

We each had different roles to perform during the event including dressing up as angels, 

shepherds, innkeepers, kings and dancers and processing through the Cathedral,     

reading and singing.  There was even a real donkey there too!   

We were all very surprised and proud to find out that one of our students had won the 

Programme Front Cover Design Competition.  Noah Koffi-Paulain was presented with a 

certificate and a prize by the Dean of Winchester Cathedral. Well done Noah! 

We all had a lovely and very festive time at the Cathedral and are now all ready to    

celebrate Christmas! 

Specials School Concert  



 

 

On Monday 21st November, Norman Gate had a World Cup themed Geography day.  Throughout 

the day all the classes enjoyed a range of geography based activities featuring  England and the 

World Cup host country Qatar. Here are the classes’ favourite activities from the day 

 

Nursery liked exploring footballs and having a go at kicking them. 

Caterpillar and Cub class enjoyed exploring wet and dry weather on a very rainy day.   

Hoglet and Kit class loved making their own flags and using google earth to look around  England 

and Qatar.   

 

Butterfly class's favourite activities were listening to the Waka Waka song; moving along to the    

music and exploring animals from hot and cold countries.  

Otter class created different football kits for each country and enjoyed making their own flags. 

Hedgehog class were very enthusiastic during their penalty shoot out between their chosen  

countries ‘Portugal’ and ‘England’, which ended in a draw.   

 

Badger class compared the England and Qatar flags and enjoyed making their own. They also 

watched the exciting England vs Iran football game with a score of 6-2 to England.   

Fox class used google maps to look at the difference between towns and cities. They used       

computers to research different locations.  

Geography Day 



 

Kit Class have had a brilliant half term with their Celebration Topic! We thought about Bonfire 

night and enjoyed dancing like fireworks in PE.  

 

We have been working hard on our Phonics sounds and mark making or writing. The children 

have been exploring measure in Maths. They have been comparing tall, short and long and    

trying to measure different items. 

 

The children were interested in learning about the celebration of Diwali. We explored light and 

shadows using torches to tell the story of Rama and Sita. We also moulded, painted and          

decorated our very own Diwa lamps. The children have been working together to create some 

beautiful Christmas decorations and thoroughly enjoyed making the fireplace for the hall!  

 

Kit Class have been learning and practicing their dance moves all half term and loved             

performing their Christmas dance for you all. 

 

 

 

 

  

Otter class have had a brilliant end to term. We finished out Topic ‘Celebrations’ with our Christmas       

performance and creating lots of different gifts for families. We have enjoyed the snow, eating Christmas 

dinner and to round off a superb term, we will be finishing with a Christmas party!  

 

The children have astounded all adults that have worked with them this term, every individual child has 

made huge progresses in all aspects of school life, social and academics. As a teacher this will leave me 

with a smile on my face ready for the New Year! Well done Otters, keep working hard because you’re  

doing great!  

Kit Class 

Otter Class 


