
Butterfly and Duck class have started to learn all about the great fire of  

London - We started off learning 'London's Burning. We played some drums 

to get a good beat going. Then we designed and made our own shakers to 

play along with. We had lots of fun. 

This week we have been doing some role play at the bakery. We made 

some sandwiches and had some lovely conversations all about our          

favourite fillings. 
   

The children have all enjoyed learning about keeping safe too! We 

watched all about how germs spread and why it is so important we keep 

washing our hands.  

The children designed posters to show how we can stay safe at the         

moment. They also thought about how they can keep themselves safe at 

other times too. 
   

We are going to continue to have lots of fun and make some houses next 

week after looking closely at some houses from 1666 and some houses          

today. 
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Dress Down Day 

Friday 28th March 

Inset Days 

Monday 22nd February 

Friday 23rd July 

Monday 25th January 2021 

Badger & Hedgehog Class 

Hedgehog and Badger class have been learning about the Vikings. They 

are investigating whether Vikings are as bad as we are led to believe. 

These Vikings certainly look pretty fierce. The children made Viking helmets 

and designed and made their own 



 

Kit Class  

Kit Class have been enjoying some traditional tales this half term. So 

far children at home and at school have enjoyed the stories of 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears, The three Billy Goats Gruff and The 

Three Little pigs. The children have been retelling stories and getting 

creative making characters. They have been using lots of different 

materials to make props to retell the stories including play dough, 

junk modelling and natural materials. Kit class have been working 

really hard both at school and at home and it has been super to 

see the creations being made at home. 

It has been a funny start to the term but we've kept very busy and 

been having lots of fun learning about different fairy tale stories (in 

school and at home!) 

From 'Charlie Cook's Favourite Book' to 'Goldilocks', we have been 

doing lots of activities that help us understand the story better. Our 

favourite activities have been the one that make the most mess! 

We also have been exploring the ways our bodies move and our 

emotions. We have enjoyed drawing faces in flour and chocolate 

powder and pulling lots of funny faces in the mirror and iPad. I    

wonder what next week’s story might 

be ... someone with a red cape 

might be in it. 

Hoglet Class 



 

Caterpillar Class 
This term in Caterpillar Class our topic is Story Time. Some of us have been 

learning from home and some of us have been coming to school. It has 

been great to keep in touch with you all on Class Dojo! Please continue 

to keep adding photos so we can see all the exciting things you have 

been doing. 

So far this term we have been reading ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ by 

Michael Rosen, ‘Brown bear Brown Bear’ By Bill Martin and ‘Dear Zoo’ by 

Rod Campbell. Hearing the stories being retold in different ways and    

exploring them with our senses. Sensory retelling of the stories is our        

favourite and we love to explore different textures, smells and sounds. We 

have  also been learning all about the different animals from the stories. 

Thinking about the sounds they make, what they look like and where they 

may live.  

At school we have been developing our woodland area and have been 

very busy creating dens and a digging area. We have had a delivery of 

woodchip and using our gross motor skill and hand eye coordination we 

have been helping to place it down on our pathways. The woods       

continue to be one of our favourite places, even in the rain, and we have 

been finding worms, slugs and woodlouse hiding under logs.  

Duck class have been exploring a lot of different work this half term. We 

have looked at number bonds and missing numbers in Maths, as well as 

learning how to use part-whole models.  

In Topic, we have explored different artists. We particularly look at        

Kandinsky and his use of shape and colour, using this to inspire our own 

work. In Communication and Language, we have been very lucky to be 

able to explore fairy tales. We’ve looked at lots of different techniques to 

re-telling these stories. 

Duck Class 



 

A message from Mr Day. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
   

Firstly, I would like to thank those of you who have sent messages of support to school in this most difficult of 

times. Whether you have decided to send your child to school or keep them at home, we are equally respectful 

of the decisions you have made and will continue to support you to the best of our ability. 

If you decide that your children are safest at home and that you will not be sending them to school we now 

have guidance from the Government to confirm what has always been my approach under lockdown. We will 

be agreeing to that as “a leave of absence” and will NOT be issuing fines. 
   

Please do all that you can to access the activities teachers are providing online. We are aware of the            

challenges this presents but everything you do at home and all of the photos and work you can send in helps to 

keep the children connected to their teachers and friends. If you are having technical difficulties or you do not 

have enough devices in your household for all of your children to access learning please do let us know. Equally, 

please let us know what’s going well.  
   

Please continue to follow the rules of the lockdown. I know it seems odd to say stay at home, don’t mix with    

other people’ but and ‘send your children to school’ but we all have a responsibility to help beat this virus and to 

help our overworked colleagues in the Health Service.  
   

We are continuing to review our risk assessment in school. There are significantly less children in school at the  

moment which means that those who are in school are more able to maintain distance. Therefore reducing risk 

of transmission. We are being even more strict with our bubbles. In the event of illness (covid or otherwise) I may 

have to temporarily close bubbles if I do not have enough staff to maintain levels of safety for the group. I will 

only do this if absolutely necessary but I can assure you the decision will be based on safety and would be a 

temporary measure. If your child develops any covid symptoms please keep them off school and seek medical 

advice and a test.  
   

Schools are receiving updated guidance on a daily basis. Should this effect what we provide at Norman Gate 

we will contact you at the earliest opportunity. 

Please do not hesitate to contact school if you have questions. If they are not available at the time of your call 

one of my team will get back to you as soon as they can. 

Stay safe and well. Best Wishes, 

 

Nick Day 

Acting Headteacher 

Duckling Class 
Duckling Class have had a wonderful time this term both at school 

and at home.  We have embraced our new topic ‘Story Time’ and 

have had fun exploring lots of different stories.  We have learned all 

about animals in Bear Hunt, Brown Bear and Dear Zoo.  The boys and 

girls in school have explored the outdoor area and the children at 

home have been off on Bear Hunt’s all over Andover.  We are     

continuing to learn all about colours and are beginning to think 

about numbers and sounds too.  Even during these challenging 

times the children of Duckling Class have been superstars- no surprise 

there though.  We always knew they were! 


