
Dear Parents and Carers 

As you are aware all children are expected to return to school from 8th 

March. I would just like to reassure you that our risk assessment and control 

measures have been reviewed so that we provide the safest possible      

environment for everybody who comes to Norman Gate. 

Clearly, the biggest change will be higher numbers of children in school so 

social  distancing becomes harder. We will be continuing to keep the 

school well ventilated, ask children and adults to wash their hands            

frequently and keep everyone as well spaced as we can. 

We will be keeping the bubbles to limit contact and the playground will  

remain sectioned to allow each bubble a play area 

For those of you who bring children to school please wear a face covering 

and maintain distancing. Please only arrive no more than 2-3 minutes      

before your child’s start time to avoid unnecessary waiting and congestion. 

The data is encouraging and we must all be optimistic but the virus is still 

here and we must all be vigilant. If your child is unwell with any of the   

covid-19 symptoms please keep them at home. If you are in any doubt 

contact school to check. It is highly likely we will advise you to have a test. 

As the term progresses we will start to welcome back therapists and other 

professionals but this will only be done subject to strict risk assessments. 

Thank you all for your continued support it really has been valued. 

Take care and stay safe 

Best Wishes, 

Nick Day 
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Duck Class — Great Fire of London 

Duck class have had a lovely half-term, exploring 

subtraction in Maths and expanding our story-

telling in Communication and Language. Our 

topic was the Great Fire of London and the     

children in school really enjoyed learning about 

what the fire was, where it was, when it was, and 

how it spread. They enjoyed making old and 

new houses, and looking at the differences      

between them.  Everyone was able to talk about 

the fire at the end and created some lovely   

posters to share information with each other. 

Though there has been a lot of change,         

everyone sending work in to Dojo looks like they 

have been having a lovely time as well exploring 

the Great Fire of London. Well done, Duck Class. 

 

Kit Class — Magical Journeys 

Kit Class have been learning all about magical journeys. They have been 

on a journey in a pretend boat and explored capacity, looking at full, 

half full and empty. The children planned and created their own boats to 

see what materials would be best for floating. Then we looked at the story 

The Way Back Home and have been thinking about instructions and how 

to make alien slime. We have been thinking about journeys that are     

familiar to us, like how we get to school.  



 

Caterpillar Class — Story Time 

It has been a little different in Caterpillar Class. Some of us have been learning from 

home and some of us have been coming to school. It has been great to keep in 

touch with you all on Class Dojo! Please continue to keep adding photos so we can 

see all the exciting things you have been doing. 

Last term our topic was “Story Time”- we explored ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’ by 

Michael Rosen, ‘Brown Bear Brown Bear’ by Bill Martin, ‘Dear Zoo’ by Rod Campbell 

“The Train Ride” by June Crebbin and “You Choose!” by Pippa Goodhart. Hearing the 

stories being retold in different ways and exploring them with our senses. Sensory     

retelling of the stories is our favourite and we love to explore different textures, smells 

and sounds. We have also been learning all about the different animals from the    

stories. Thinking about the sounds they make, what they look like and where they may 

live. The last two stories made links into our topic this term ‘Wheels on the Bus’- thinking 

about different transport vehicles and journeys. We made a train out of cardboard 

boxes and we made a spaceship out of tin foil, boxes and shiny paper. 

At school we have been developing our woodland area and have been very busy 

creating dens and a digging area. We have had a delivery of woodchip and using 

our gross motor skill and hand eye coordination we have been helping to place it 

down on our pathways. The woods  continue to be one of 

our  favourite places, even in the rain, and we have been    

finding worms, slugs and woodlouse hiding under logs.  

When we arrived back this term 

we were surprised by tadpoles 

joining our class. We will be   

observing them over the next 

few weeks to see changes that 

may occur. We have been 

looking closely with magnifying 

glasses and some of us have 

done observational drawings.  

Hoglet  Class — Magical Jour-

This half term we are going on a magical journey. 

We started off by trying to find 'bears' on a bear hunt. We listened to the 

story in lots of different ways (some of them made lots of mess! Lots of 

swishy mud and splashing water) and then went outside to retell the story. 

Everyone enjoyed walking through the obstacle course and made       

progress walking through the story. 

This week, we're going on a 

magical journey to the south 

pole to rescue a penguin! With 

junk modelling boxes           

everywhere, we are currently 

making our own boats to save 

the penguin from being a little 

bit lonely. 



 

Badgehog Class — Fantasy Stories 

Just before half term the children were very excited to get their first        

opportunity this year to play in the snow! 

In Communication and Language we are focusing on fantasy stories. This 

week we have been reading the book ‘Traction Man Meets Turbo Dog’ by 

Mini Grey.  

We have designed and built our own fantasy characters out of junk. We 

have even given them names and special powers!  

Butterfly  Class — Photography 

Butterfly Class have had a super few weeks back after the half term 

break. This half term we are learning about our local area and some      

famous photographers. We have had a new member join our bubble 

called ‘Barnaby Bear’. He has had some lovely trips out in our local area. 

We even saw him in a photo at Tesco! The children have been learning to 

use the iPad to take some lovely pictures based on pictures from some 

known photographers. We started by taking a selfie to be the front cover 

of our photo booklet. We then explored some photos that had been    

taken in the playground.  We tried to stand in the same place to retake 

the photo. We have explored zooming in and taking photos far away with 

the help of our dinosaur friend. Lastly, we have explored black and white 

photos and we had to decide if which we liked the best. We are going to 

continue to explore with Barnaby Bear and see where his travels take him 

next. We hope he isn’t having too much fun exploring!  



 

Duckling Class — Transport 

Duckling Class have had a great time being back in school after the holiday.  We are 

all back now and having lots of fun learning about Transport through our topic ‘The 

Wheels on the Bus’.  We have been reading the story ‘The Naughty Bus’ and getting 

up to all sorts of fun copying the things the bus does.  We have begun learning all 

about People Who Help Us too, something which is very important!  In Maths we are 

learning about the number 1 and having lots of fun hunting it 

out in our environment and using what we know throughout 

the school day.  It has really been wonderful  seeing so many 

happy faces every day and enjoying this 

lovely Spring like 

weather- let’s hope 

it continues! 

Nursery —  Pictures from Nursery 

In Nursery, we are learning about transport. We have started this term by sharing the 

story Bear on the Bike by Stella Blackstone. Children have been exploring toys and 

malleable activities to recognise bikes, trains, cars, planes, helicopters, boats, tractors 

and rockets; as well as recognising some familiar shapes. We have also been learning 

some Makaton signs and rhymes about transport.   

Children’s favourite activities have been rolling cars down ramps indoors and the 

slope outdoors, finding teddies in the classroom, painting a red bus, using sprays to 

wash vehicles and splashing in puddles outdoors. 

In the following weeks, we will be sharing The Train Ride by June Crebbin and Driving 

my Tractor by Jan Dubbings and David Sim. We will be learning a few new rhymes 

throughout this term. 


