
 

 It has been wonderful to welcome you all back into the school at the 

beginning and the end of the day. We are looking at ways to continue to 

develop stronger links across the school community. 

 

  Everyone had a fantastic World Book Day, staff and children thoroughly   

enjoyed the activities, especially sharing sensory stories and fun with their 

‘buddy classes’. 

 

 Attendance at Norman Gate remains at 89% 

 

 We will be sharing our updated Covid Risk assessment next week.  Most of the 

previous guidance will remain; our staff have been asked to continue with     

bi-weekly LFTs; it is recommended that anyone with symptoms of Covid          

(a high temperature, a new continuous cough or loss of smell or taste), have a 

PCR test and those with Covid symptoms or a positive test should not attend 

school.  

 

 Parent conversation meetings will be taking place from the 16th March. This is 

a great opportunity to discuss your child’s progress in school and at home. As 

long as nothing changes, these meetings will be in held as face-to-face 

meetings in school. We will be sending further information home this week.  

 

 I would like to remind you that children should not bring in food that contains 

nuts into school, this includes chocolate spreads, as there are people with nut 

allergies in school.  

 

 

Lisa Collins and Chris Toner 
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Diary Dates 

2022 
 

Red Nose Day  
non-uniform day 

18st March 

 

RE Day (Easter) 

8th April 

 

Easter Holidays 

11th–22nd April  

 

Parent Conversation 

Days 

 

16th March  

Duck Class am 

Badger Class pm 

 

18th  March 

Butterfly Class am 

Hedgehog Class pm 

 

21st March 

Caterpillar Class am 

Duckling Class pm 

 

23rd March 

Kit Class am 

Hoglet Class pm 

 Sign & Symbol of the Week 

This week's sign is Book! Join in with our Sign of the Week.  

Make and share your own video using the hashtag  

#WeTalkMakaton.  

Book 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last term in Caterpillar Class our topic was ‘Story-Time’. We absolutely loved exploring        

different stories and developing our story narratives. We explored Pie Corbett’s ‘Talk for     

Writing’ and retold traditional tales by learning key phrases and using Makaton signs.   We 

completed story maps for the tales and used different props to retell the stories with our 

friends. We became very good at saying who the characters were and enjoyed innovating 

the story by replacing the characters with our photo people. We started to understand    

what happened first, next and last in the stories and sequenced the story using illustrations.  

We continued to explore emptions through the story of “The Colour Monster” By Anna Llenas 

and different bucket sessions relating to feelings. Caterpillar Class are developing their      

understanding of different emotions and have focused on 4 main feelings- happy, sad,     

angry and calm. We have been using our class emotions board to say how we feel at a    

given moment and why we feel that way.   

We have explored the idea of history by looking at nursery rhymes. We have been learning 

the lyrics and Makaton signs for the songs and some of us have been exploring differences 

we see in the nursery rhymes compared with our lives nowadays. For example the clothing 

that is worn or the items that are used.  

Despite the cold and sometimes wet weather Caterpillar Class love to be outside. We utilise 

the school grounds as much as possible and love running on the Field, climbing on the Little 

Land equipment and exploring in the Wild Woods. We have been taking hot chocolate to 

share around our ‘fire’ in the woods and completing a variety of outdoor learning          activ-

ities.  

Well done for all your hard work last term Caterpillar Class 

Duck Class 

Caterpillar Class 

Last half term was superb for Duck class, the children really embraced their Topic ‘Old and New’ and 

thrived on the fun learning. It began with understanding how toys were made many years ago and     

getting an opportunity to play with them.  They then focused on exploring different materials before     

designing and selecting materials to make a hand puppet. They then focussed on and gave their       

opinions on what their very own masterpiece and how they could improve it if they made it again. We 

then moved onto what four countries make up the United Kingdom and understanding that everyone  

has different feelings and opinions.  

     

We now begin our final half term before Easter and we will be looking at our 

new topic ‘Mini- Beasts!’   

     

Well done Ducks, keep up all your hard work!  
 


