
Attendance  

School attendance is currently at 91.8% 

 

I would just like to remind everyone that it is really important to contact school directly as 

soon as you know your child is going to be absent. We will also need to know the reason 

why.  

At this time of year there are lots of bugs around and the medical advice is that good 

hand washing, and hygiene is very important to restrict infections. 

 

Travel to School 

I have recently met with representatives from county to discuss safe travel to school. I am 

pleased to share that funding has been agreed for improvements. County have drawn 

up initial plans to improve the access to school to safely increase the number of vehicles 

which can access the site. There are also plans in place to develop the surrounding area 

to improve safety for families travelling to school. At the moment this is just in the planning 

stage, when this has been finalised I will share more. 

 

Good news 

As some of you may have noticed, Rebecca Kirby, Butterfly class teacher is expecting a 

baby. Rebecca will continue working alongside Hayley in Butterfly class until Easter.  

 

Parent involvement  

It will be lovely to see you for the next parent involvement sessions. 
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 Monday 6th February 

Arts Week 

Monday February 27th 

Book Week 

Thursday 2nd March—

Dressing up Day for World 

Book Day 

Thursday 30th March 

RE Day 

Friday 31st March 

End of Term 

Wednesday 24th May 

Teddy Bears Picnic 

29th May—2nd June 

Bikability 

Thursday 22nd June 

Activities Afternoon  

(Sports Day) 
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Friday 31st March 

Monday 5th June  
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Days 

Dates TBC 

 
 

  

 

 

 

Children’s Mental Health Week 2023 
   

The UK’s Children’s Mental Health Week 2023 will take place from 6-12 February 2023. This year’s theme is Let’s 

Connect. At Norman Gate we will combining this with Expressive Arts week. Throughout the week our school will 

take a journey through the arts to understand what connects us to others, how we are part of a school        com-

munity and celebrate identity. We would love you at home to connect with the school by sharing your  favourite 

song as a family, and telling us when you play this song, we would love the chance to share it in class and as a 

school. The focus in art will be Fauvism: art that allows a person to express themselves with bright     colours. On 

Friday 10th February we will ask the children to ‘Dress to Express’ Children can could come to school to wearing 

their favourite colours to express themselves, should they wish! 

Class Date Theme 

Nursery 
Wednesday 8th February at  

Morning-12pm Afternoon -3pm 
Sensory bottles 

Cub Thursday 9th February at 2pm Fruit salads 

Caterpillar Wed 8th  February at 2pm Outdoor learning 

Hoglet and Kit Wed 8th February at 2pm Music 

Butterfly Friday 10th Feb at 14.30pm Fairy tale sensory and crafts 

Otter Friday 10th February at 2.15pm Great fire of London activities 

Hedgehog Thursday 9th February 2pm Great fire of London work 

Badger Monday 6th February at 2.30pm Presentation on The Vikings 

Fox Friday 10th February at 2pm Presentation of topic work 



 
Kit Class have really enjoyed the topic "Once Upon a time". The children have been learning the stories and  

using role play to act out their favourites. We made our own bridges for "The three Billy goats gruff" and blew 

down the houses for "The three little pigs". We have absolutely loved our Music sessions this half term. The focus 

has been learning when to play loudly, quietly, quickly and slowly.  

Maths Day was a chance for the children to explore the shapes they have been learning about through famous 

Art. The children have been working on their sharing and turn taking skills too. We have been choosing our    

favourite toys to play with and have been asking others to join in with play.  In our PE  sessions we have been 

developing our balancing and striking skills. The children have been balancing beanbags on rackets and used 

balloons to practise their striking! What an amazing start to the year in - lots of learning, progress and enjoyment 

by all - well done Kit Class!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hedgehog class have had a wonderful half-term. We started by exploring the work by the artist Kandinsky. We 

then used his use of colour as inspiration to create our own Great Fire of London pictures. The children have 

loved learning about the fire and can answer lots of questions about what happened, how it happened, where 

it happened and what happened after the fire. 

We will be finishing the topic by creating our own houses to resemble the ones that burnt during the fire. 

As a class, another highlight of this half-term has been our exploration of mass and weight. Everyone used this 

knowledge to independently make balance scale cakes and applied their skills practically.  

Kit Class 

Hedgehog Class 



 

What a start to the new year in Caterpillars. We have embraced the cold weather and used it for lots of learning 

experiences.  

We are practicing putting our coats and hats on by ourselves and can take our coats off independently, when we 

come inside. Up on the field, went for wintery walks, exploring the white frost on one part of the field with the mud 

and green grass on the other. In the classroom, we had to investigate how to free the animals stuck in the ice. We 

used spoons to smash the ice and held it in our hands to make it melt. We talked about the ice being cold, slippery 

and wet. 

Caterpillar Class 

Sign of the Week 

 

Respect 
Snow 

If you have a safeguarding concern keep the matter confidential and ask to               

speak to a Designated Safeguarding Lead. (DSL or DDSL) 

 Clare Powell       Lisa Collins          Kate Dimbleby  Kay Barnikel 

      (DSL)         (DDSL)   (DDSL)                  (DDSL) 

Maths Day 

Last Friday we had a Maths Curriculum Day in School.  The theme was ‘Where’s the Maths in that?’ Children looked 

at some famous pieces of Art, Concentric Circles by Kandinsky, Dynamic circles by Sophie Tauber-Arb and Red, 

Yellow and Blue by Mondrian.  Throughout the day classes used the works of Art to inspire exploration of the Maths 

around us and to respond with mathematical enquiry, intrigue and interest.  Pupils used and explored their 

knowledge of shape, number, lines, subitizing, patterns, sequencing, ordering, sorting, size, geometry, fractions and 

symmetry!   

Who knew that there was so much Maths in that?! 

 


