oRMAN G"’«i Norman Gate

oo % School Newsletter

2026 Summer Term Issue 1 Friday 17th April 2026

This term, our new focus value is Independence. This is one of the most
important values we teach our children. Being independent means:
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Wednesday 22nd April : o
eaccepting responsibility

Parents Evening

Friday 11th June We encourage children to believe in themselves and to have a go. You can help at
Messy Art Day home by letting your child try things for themselves, such as getting dressed, carrying

their school bag, or frying something new.
Friday 19th June ! g. or frying ing new

Activities Afternoon

NG Sporfs Day Parents’ Evening

Our Parents’ Evening will take place next week. This is a great opportunity
to meet with your child’'s tfeacher and talk about their progress. If you have
not already booked your appointment, please use the Arbor app to do so.
We look forward to seeing you there.

Friday 2éth June
Panto

Class Dojo

Parent comments have now been turned off on the Class Dojo school
page. We do not receive notifications for these comments, which means
Inset DGYS important questions or information may be missed. Instead, please contact

2025-2026 the school admin office directly.

>th May 2026 Absence Reminder
We would like to remind parents that an absence request form must be
completed for any absence during term time. In line with government
guidance, absence will not be authorised unless there are exceptional

circumstances. If you need an absence request form, please contact the
admin office.

. | Birthday Celebrations in School
We kindly ask parents not to send in cakes, sweets, or toys for their child’s
birthday. We appreciate the kindness behind this, however, to help keep
all children safe due to allergies, health & safety considerations, we are

unable to allow these items in school. Thank you for your understanding
and support.
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Badger Class

As we reflect on the past term, we are delighted to share the many enjoyable and enriching experiences
Badger class have had throughout their learning journey. One particular highlight was our exploration of the
school woods, where the children enthusiastically searched for plants and mini beasts. This hands-on
experience sparked their curiosity about the natural world and significantly strengthened their observational
skills.

Alongside our outdoor learning, the children explored maps of the school grounds. This activity helped them
develop early map-reading skills as they located where different mini beasts might live. It was wonderful to
see their excitement as they made connections between the map and the real environment around them.

Another memorable part of the term was our sunflower growing project. Each child planted their own
sunflower seed and carefully observed its growth over time. This activity promoted a strong sense of
responsibility and pride, as the children nurtured their plants and eagerly watched them develop.

We were also fortunate to have a farm visit, where the children enjoyed the hands-on experience of feeding
and gently stroking the animals. This visit deepened their understanding of farm life and encouraged
empathy, care, and respect for living creatures.

We are incredibly proud of the enthusiasm, curiosity, and engagement that Badger class have shown
throughout the term.

A-Fest 2026

Andover’s family festival
with a focus on young people

Sunday 26th April 2026
10am - 3pm
Andover High Street



Kit Class

This term, the children are getting stuck info our new topic, “Building Up.” We'll be enjoying lots of storytelling
as we explore our focus books: Tip Tip Dig Dig, Dump Truck Disco, and The Three Little Pigs. These stories will
help spark imagination while supporting language development and a love of books.

The children will be busy building with different materials, learning about what they're made from and how
they can be used. We'll also be getting creative with sensory art, including fun activities that use food to
explore textures, colours and smells.

We'll keep strengthening fine motor skills through plenty of mark-making activities, using a variety of tools
and sensory resources. In PE, children will enjoy lots of movement, helping them build confidence, curiosity,
and friendships through active play.

As everything can be counted, we'll continue developing early maths skills by exploring numbers, matching,
qguantities and noticing changes during everyday play and routines.

We're also excited to share some photos from the last couple of weeks before the Easter break. These
include the children baking, celebrating life during RE Day, our frip to Pets at Home and enjoying their
favourite stories on World Book Day.

We're looking forward to a fun, hands-on and busy term ahead!

Plant market | Gardening workshops | Children's crafis | Live music | Street food and drinks
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Are you a parent/carer with pre-school or school-age children?
Are you looking for a bit of support from a friendly face?

ax @ ACE

ANDOVER COMMUNITY ENGAGE

F I A ﬁnily Support Workers from PEAS will be running a paa

drop-in at ACE on Bridge Street, Andover Town Centre, on
the following dates:

Parents Empowered by

Andover Sehoole 6 & 27 February, 20 March, 17 April,

01 May, 05 June, 10 July

. : \ For anything family related, if we can’t help you directly,
Selected Fr'day S we can signpost you to someone who can.

When:  09.30-11.30 » 9

No need to book
Where:  13-17 Bridge St, RIS

Andover \itstop by and grab a cuppa.

Norman Gate School

DSL Staff
(Designated Safeguarding Lead)

Lisa Collins Sophie Durbajio
Headteacher Deputy Headteacher

Where every child is the star of the sho”

Inclusive circus workshops & parties for all ages & abilities.

NOW OPEN FOR BOOKING!
Weokends & Holidays Lindsay Symmonds Kay Barnikel
Teacher Home/Sc
aDBS Checked 1
w10 years in the circus industry

s SEND Qualified
s Completely bespoke for each person

wslnsured & Trusted

s Workshops and parties with education & fun at the forefront of every event

Contact me today and lets arrange some magic!

Email: foraysendcircusegmail.com
Website: www.missforayssendcircus.co.uk




