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As we come to the end of another fantastic school year, we would like to celebrate all that
has been achieved and to thank you for your ongoing support.

We are proud of the progress that our pupils have made throughout the year. It has been
wonderful to see children growing in confidence, developing theirindependence, increasing
their communication skills, and making great progress in their learning. Every achievement, no
matter how big or small, is worth celebrating, and we are so proud of all they have achieved.
This could not be achieved without the dedication, patience and hard work of the staff team,
a big thank you to them all.

Making memories
'- This ferm has been filled with so many exciting opportunities and memorable

@ experiences. Children have enjoyed taking part in Forest School sessions, music
events both in and out of school, trips to the Winchester University Art Gallery, horse-
riding, visits to the cinema, building sandcastles and lots of water play, growing plants,
meeting the chicks that hatched at Norman Gate, Activities Afternoon and a wonderfully
messy art day. There has certainly been plenty of fun!

Leavers

As we come to the end of the year, we say goodbye to the children who are leaving
Norman Gate. We wish our Year é pupils every success as they move on to their
secondary schools. Several other children will also be continuing their primary journey
in new school settings; we wish them all the best for their futures. We are incredibly
proud of all they have achieved during their time at Norman Gate and are confident they will
continue to work hard and thrive in their new schools — good luck!

2

Thank You

We would like to say a big thank you to all of our families for your continued support,
encouragement, and positive communication throughout the year. Working together
helps us to provide the very best opportunities for our children, and we are grateful for
the strong partnerships we have with our families.
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School improvements

During the summer holidays, we will be carrying out some improvements to the

é school site, including the refurbishment of the upper school toilefs.

At the end of the holidays, we will share photographs of any changes on Class Dojo
fo help prepare everyone for their return in September.
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Back to school
<« | We look forward to seeing you all again in the new school year.
-Tuesday 1st September is an Inset day. School is closed to pupils for staff fraining
@ -Wednesday 2nd September — Year 1-6 children in the main school will start
- Friday 4th September - Year R children will start school
- Wednesday 9th September - Children in the Nursery will start

Have a lovely Summer break
We wish all our children, families, and staff a safe, restful, and enjoyable summer break and
look forward to welcoming everyone back in September.
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Hedgehog Class

Hedgehogs have been enjoying summer poetry for the last couple of weeks! Our focus has been
looking at rhyming words and using the children’s ideas about summer to build their own poem.
Along the way we have learnt some seasonal Makaton and had a lot of fun performing a short
poem to the rest of the class.

The children took part in a treasure hunt as part of their outdoor learning. The letters of their names
were hidden around the school playground with the competition to see who could find all the
letters they needed in the least amount of time. Some of the letters were hidden in sneaky places
but everyone was successful and there was some lovely feamwork to be seen.

In topic lessons we have been finding out about rocks; their properties, uses and how they are
formed. We have carried out investigations to see whether some are harder than others and if any
of the them are absorbent.

Nursery

In Nursery this term we have been exploring growing plants, searching for minibeasts and
learning about different types of tfransport. We have been learning through stories
including ‘Jaspers Beanstalk’ and ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and enjoyed new rhymes
such as ‘Mary Mary Quite Conftrary’. A favourite activity this term was planting broad
beans which are growing very tall in the windows of the nursery. Some of the children
have also planted sunflowers. We have been making the most of the sunshine and had
lots of fun playing outside with our new obstacle course resources and exploring with
magnets.

We have had a lovely time in Nursery and our children have impressed us with their




Cub Class

Over the past term Cub Class have conducted a wide range of learning experiences through our topic of
Out and About. We have loved learning about all sorts of different plants and minibeasts through books like
‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and ‘Mad about Minibeasts’. The children have loved going up to the field to
go on bug hunts as well as dig for ‘dinosaur bones and freasure’ in the new dig pit on the field. In Maths, this
children have learnt all about shape and have loved drawing shapes, counting sides as well as seeing
shapes in the real world!

It has been a brilliant start to our final half ferm in Cub Class. Together, we have all loved exploring our new
topic ‘Splish Splash’ where we will be learning about the seaside and all things water! During our new topic
we will be looking at a range of different books that will excite the class’s enthusiasm and curiosity around
the seaside, safety around water as well as friendships and looking out for one another. This half term in
maths we will be looking at money. We have spent this week learning about money. The children have been
role-playing buying and selling objects to one another as well as learning what different coins look like and
what their value is.

This week we have built a grand ‘sandcastle’ using cardboard boxes and tissue paper. It was brilliant seeing
all the children collaborate together in building the sandcastle as well as seeing them play with one another
in the sandcastle once it was complete. We are looking forward to all the fun next term has in store!
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